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Northwest Orange Republican Women, Federated

First Vice President's Message 

Dear NORWF Ladies: 

Again --very excited about May’s guest 
speaker.  Todd Wilcox’s history is 
interesting enough as it is but then his 
platform for his candidacy is also very 

inspiring. We heard him in January and 
we all looked at each other and said we need him to 
speak to our group. So please come out, bring a friend, 
and enjoy his presentation, hearing his platform and 
enjoy each other’s company. 

Just quick reminder that June is our birthday celebration 
month. Also, I would love to hear from you. If you have 
any thoughts on speakers the direction of the programs 
etc. please let me know, you can email me any time. 

Charlotte White, 1st Vice President  

President's Message 
WE LOVE YOU GLO SMITH!  
If you weren't in attendance at our April 21 
meeting you missed a very impressive speaker.  
Glo Smith, a NORWF "friend", is beautiful, 
bright, knowledgeable, and fun. She brought 

her "game" to the meeting and we say "Thank You" for giving 
us your precious time and a strong conservative message. 
Have you invited anyone to attend a NORWF meeting?  The 
invitee must be a Republican so we expect you to be diligent 
and confirm this when extending your invitation. We can verify 
for you if need be. Yes, we are growing, hope to see progress 
each month, and this takes everyone to pitch in. 
My mission as your new president is threefold; 1. Grow our 
club 2. Build a young Republican satellite group and 3. Bring in 
women of color.  All three are of equal importance. I am open 
to all suggestions and welcome volunteers to complete this 
mission. 
NORWF was a sponsor of the Apopka Art & Foliage Festival 
produced and directed by the Apopka Woman's Club. Looks 
like perfect weather prevailed and our booth had decent 
traffic. You should look for a full report somewhere in this 
newsletter. 
The plans are building for the 10th Anniversary Celebration 
June 16th. Please think of some way to contribute to the fun. 
With Cynthia Graves as our speaker for this event it will be one 
meeting you will not want to miss. Put it on your calendar. 
Another BIG RED DAY is coming!  Bev Blackmon is in charge. 
No date has been set, but we know it will be exceptional.  So 
put your thinking caps on to offer suggestions of fun ways to 
raise funds for NORWF.  Read the newsletter to keep up to 
date. 
You are the greatest! 
Joyce Brocker, President  

MEMBERS PLEASE READ : WE HAVE 
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY COMING UP

We are  offering a four part Grassroots Training 
Program to all members given by the Republican 
Party of Florida.. 
1.  Overview of political involvement. 
2. Organization building. 
3. Data and digital use. 
4. Voter contact. 
Our leader for this training will be Brian Koss of the 
RPOF.  We met Brian when he volunteered to join us 
at the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival to register 
voters.  Please see the article below on page 4 "Art 
and Foliage Festival ".   
We would  like a good response for attendance , 
education like this is invaluable .  We are having the 
first session either before or after the May 19th 
meeting. 
Be on the look out for an e-mail survey to sign up for 
the program. 

http://www.norwf.org
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Second Vice President's Message 

Since the first quarter of 2016 we have added 
three associates: Paul Blackwell, and we 

have also added Robert “Bob” Samson, and 
our Florida State Representative, Jennifer 

Sullivan.      Our new members who have recently joined 
us are Sharon Kochlany, Mary Bilbray and Loretta Forlaw.  
We are happy to have Sharon Fenwick rejoin us, too. New 
magnetic badges have been ordered for them all.  As of 
this month we are going to encourage you to wear your 
badge to every meeting or related Republican Women 
activity.  Please wear it or we shall fine you $1.00 if it is 
missing, all in good fun. 

Look outside the traditional Republican voter and reach 
out to other women who realize that our party is the only 
one with their conservative values.  Our party and our club 
will not survive unless we widen our tent by growing. 

There are certain demographics of voters and potential 
Republican voters in our communities who SHARE OUR 
CONSERVATIVE values we have been encouraged by our 
State and National Officers to pursue and encourage: 

1. Contemporary-which is to say the millennials and 
working women 

2. Faith-based-reaching out to believers of ALL religions. 
3. Veterans.  
4. Those who descend from or are Spanish-speakers as 

their firs language  
5. African-Americans and Asians, Native Americans, 

Middle Easterners, in fact every race, color and 
national origin.

Sharon Lee Gates 
2nd Vice President 

Todd Wilcox will speak to NORWF 
at the May 19th Meeting

Todd Wilcox is a decorated combat veteran, a 
former CIA case officer and a successful 
entrepreneur and business leader, recently 
recognized as an Ernst and Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year 2015 finalist. 
Todd is a devoted husband and father of 
three daughters and lives with his family 
in Orlando. 

With a single mother working two jobs to make ends meet, Todd was at 
times the primary caregiver for his younger siblings in the South 
Tampa low income neighborhood where he grew up. At age 13, 
Todd got his first job washing dishes in the TECO (Tampa Electric) 
cafeteria. Later in his teen years, with the help of a mentor, Todd 
realized that he was hanging out with the wrong crowd and his life 
was heading in the wrong direction. His mentor convinced him that 
an education was his only chance to break out of poverty. Todd 
buckled down and graduated from Tampa’s Robinson High School
and earned an Army ROTC Scholarship to the University of Tampa.

After earning his degree in finance, Todd was commissioned as an 
Infantry Officer in the U.S. Army.  He went on to serve as a rifle 
platoon leader with the 101st Airborne Division during Operation 
Desert Storm. Upon promotion to Captain, Todd volunteered for a 
transfer to the U.S. Army Special Forces branch and after earning 
his Green Beret he commanded a Special Forces A-team in a 
counterterrorism role in East Asia. After 8 years of military service, 
Todd resigned to accept a position with the CIA to join America’s 
global war on terrorism. While completing two years of Arabic 
studies and then serving from various U.S. Embassy postings in the 
Middle East and North Africa, Todd was also raising two daughters 
on his own as a single parent.  His last assignment with the CIA 
was on the Joint Terrorism Task Force in the FBI field office in 
Orlando.

In 2006, Todd left government service and created Patriot Defense 
Group (PDG), a defense contracting company dedicated to serving 
those who defend America. Todd founded two other companies 
and the combined business operations over the past nine years 
range from specialized security training for U.S. special operations 
to defending corporate clients against cyber-security attacks and 
the ground delivery of the U.S. Postal mail to our troops in 
Afghanistan.

Todd’s business success has been recognized by the Wall Street Journal 
and through awards such as Orlando Business Journal’s “Veterans of 
Influence.” His military and national security expertise earned him 
a seat on the board of directors of the National Defense University 
Foundation and the board of advisors for the Rand Corporation 
Center for Middle East Public Policy.

http://www.norwf.org
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Charity Challenge

The Event will be held on Sunday  
June 12, 2016 at the Orlando Citrus 

Bowl 

Dear Family and Friends of Charity Challenge! 

For the past 31 years it has been my honor to be the founder/CEO of 
Charity Challenge, Inc. Together, we have had remarkable results not 
the least of which is the donation of nearly $6 million to needy Central 
Florida Charities. I am also extremely proud of the thousands of 
people, like you, who have volunteered their time and effort to make 
Charity Challenge a major success. 
Today, however, we face one of the biggest challenges in our history. 
With Orlando City soccer still occupying the Citrus Bowl, we have 
struggled to find a date for this year’s Charity Challenge.  Our first 
two dates, May 14th and 21st, are game days for our soccer team. 
Also, the Cope America is in early June. 
Finally, the City of Orlando has given us permission to use the Citrus 
Bowl on Sunday, June 12th! We understand this could be 
inconvenience for some but we have no choice. I am sure that each of 
you with 2 months notice will find a way to make this date happen. 
Charity Challenge needs your support!!!! Let’s make Charity Challenge 
XXXI the best one yet.  
  
Sunday, June 12th- See you there!  
Thank you, 

Lee Constantine 
Founder/CEO 

Members please continue to sell raffle tickets 
for this event.  The benefit to our club is 
enormous and there will be great prizes to 
win.

I AM A REPUBLICAN BECAUSE...... 
From the San Bernardino Republican Women, Federated 
Newsletter  

I BELIEVE that the proper function of government is to do for 
the people those things that have to be done but cannot be 
done, or cannot be done as well, by individuals, and that the 
most effective government is government closest to the 
people. 

I BELIEVE that good government is based on the individual 
and that each person’s ability, dignity, freedom and 
responsibility must be honored and recognized. 

I BELIEVE that free enterprise and the encouragement of 
individual initiative and incentive have given this nation and 
economic system second to none. 

I BELIEVE that sound money management should be our goal. 

I BELIEVE in equal rights, equal justice and equal opportunity 
for all. Regardless of race, creed, age, sex or national origin. 

I BELIEVE we must retain those principles of the past worth 
retaining, yet always be receptive to new ideas with an 
outlook broad enough to accommodate thoughtful change 
and varying points of view. 

I BELIEVE THAT AMERICANS VALUE AND SHOULD PRESERVE 
THEIR FEELING OF NATIONAL STRENGTH AND PRIDE, AND AT 
THE SAME TIME SHARE WITH PEOPLE EVERYWHERE A DESIRE 
FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM AND THE EXTENSION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

FINALLY, I BELIEVE that the Republican Party is the best 
vehicle for translating these ideals into positive and 
successful principles of government. 

http://www.norwf.org
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The Apopka Art and Foliage Festival did not 
disappoint this year.  The weather was great and 
many people came out to enjoy the festivities.

Our booth was well staffed including:  Chair Barb Zack 
and husband Phil, Louise Fortunato, Joni Keams, Pat 
Ryan, Dianne Gieske, Andrea Samson, and Joan 
Alsup.  Our members who are also Women's Club 
members stopped by to chat: 1st VP Charlotte White, 
Betty Ann Huntsman, and others too numerous to list.  

We were joined in the booth by Brian Koss Regional  
Field Director, Region 20, Republican Party of Florida.
He worked with people who needed to register to vote 
or needed to update their information. Brian is a 
recent resident to Florida having moved here from 
Michigan.  The great thing about meeting Brian is that 
he offered to do some Grassroots Political Training for 
our club.  This is a great opportunity for us to learn 
how to communicate the Republican message to 
those interested and hopefully recruit them to register 
as Republicans. We hope many of our members will 
attend these training sessions, it is a rare opportunity 
to get this help and will be a benefit to us all.  We will 
send an email survey out this month to see how many 
people we can gather together to make these 
sessions happen.  The thought is to hold the first 
session  before or after the May meeting, (there are 
four sessions in all), and then determine dates and 
times for the rest.

As you can see in the pictures to the left our booth 
was visited by many elected officials and we 
appreciate their interest in our club.  There were also 
many women and men who picked up membership 
applications  and/or wrote down their names and e-
mail addresses to receive more information.

We hope by attending this event we will gain  more 
members  and make a big stride in achieving the goal 
to double membership this year.

L to R. Barb Zack, Congressman  John Mica, Joni 
Keams, and Louise Fortunato 

Apopka Art and Foliage Festival  
By Dianne Gieske, Newsletter Editor

L to R Louise Fortunato, Barb Zack, Florida Representative 
Jennifer Sullivan and Joni Keams

L to R  Joni Keams, Barb Zack,  City Commissioner  Doug Bankson 
and Louise Fortunato 

http://www.norwf.org
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Scholarship application and 

information now available on 

NORWF website. 

Each  year the Education Department of the Northwest 
Orange Republican Women, Federated, presents a 
$1,000 scholarship to a college-age registered 
Republican student in the name of Alice B. Miner, well-
known Apopka elementary school educator who was 
actively involved in the Apopka area community and who 
was a charter member of NORWF .  NORWF, president, 
Joyce Brocker, is pleased that this is the 10th year that 
NORWF has helped deserving young Republicans 
towards achieving their educational goals. 

Current education chairman, Marty Harrison, explains 
that the scholarship is not a need-based scholarship and 
that it is open to college-age students who are residents 
of Orange County. But also that the applicant must be a 
registered Republican. For more information about the 
application and other guidelines that apply, go to the 
club's website www.norwf.org. The application can be 
downloaded from that site also.. 

Completed applications should be mailed by the May 7, 
2016 deadline to Marty Harrison, NORWF Education 
Chairman, 1231 Piedmont Circle, Apopka, FL 32703. Or, 
call 407-886-1922 for more information.

Important Message From Ways and Means 

Chair Beverly Blackmon 

We will be taking orders for the club 
tee shirts at the May meeting.  You 
will need to pre pay for your shirt or 
shirts when they are ordered.  They 
will come in sizes from small to 4XL  
(Small-X Large $12.00  and 2XL - 

4XL are $14.00)  for women and up to a 5XL men. We 
will have V- neck and round neck in red or white.  Be 
sure to purchase yours for all of the NORWF events 
you attend.
 
We are in the process of planning a Fall Big Red Day. 
PLEASE look for great auction items this summer as 
you travel.  We would like hotel stays, timeshare 
stays, golf packages, attraction tickets, theatre/concert 
tickets, sports game tickets,  pet sitting services, 
cleaning services, nail, hair or spa treatments, gift 
certificates.  And filled baskets we can auction.  
Anything you might like to have.  Please bring them to 
any meeting between now and  the end of August.  If 
you need something picked up just let me know.  We 
will have the ever popular Balloon Pop back, but with 
a grand prize.  Anyone wishing to help make this a 
great success, just e-mail me or call.  The more help 
the less work and more fun.  More to come in future 
newsletters

Welcome to NORWF 
NORWF 2nd Vice President  Sharon  Lee Gates  poses with new 
member Mary Bilbray new Associate member Young Kim at 
the April meeting. 

Words From The Heart by Chaplain  Nancy Oakley 
"You are never alone.  God is always with you and 

always available to you." 

http://www.norwf.org
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NORWF SPEAKER CALENDAR for 2016

MARCH 17TH ERIC GOLUB: POLITICAL SATIRIST,- CURRENT EVENTS 

APRIL 21ST GLO SMITH: 2016 FFRW CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION 
  CHAIR , ALSO FLORIDA SPEARHEAD CAMPAIGN CHAIR  
  FOR NRWF 

MAY 19TH  TODD WILCOX: CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE, PLATFORM 

JUNE 16TH  CYNTHIA GRAVES: NFRW FUNDRAISING CHAIR, FUNDING  

JULY 21S  BOB SAMSON: CERTIFIED INFORMATION PRIVACY 
  PROFESSIONAL AND CENTRAL FLORIDA CRIME PREVENTION 
  ASSOCIATION, CRIME PREVENTION  
  
AUGUST 18TH  PETER M. FEAMAN -- NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN /FLORIDA 
  REPUBLICAN PARTY – CURRENT EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 15TH MARIA WOOLCOCK – LAKE COUNTY STOP HILLARY 
  PROGRAM, STOPPING HILLARY 

OCTOBER 20TH TBD 

NOVEMBER 17TH TBD 

DECEMBER 15TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

JANUARY   2017  LOREN SPIVACK: CHILDREN’S POLITICAL BOOK AUTHOR, 

NORWF BOARD MEETINGS:  THE SECOND THURSDAY  OF EACH MONTH AT 10:00 A.M  
   MUSEUM OF THE APOPKANS 
   122 E. 5TH STREET 
   APOPKA, FL 32703 

SUMMER FUNDRAISER  TBD 
FALL FUNDRAISER  TBD 

Happy Mother's Day

May 8, 2016

http://www.norwf.org
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General Meeting
When:          Thursday May  19, 2016 
Speaker:    Todd Wilcox    
Where:   Apopka Golf and Tennis at Errol Estate 
   Apopka, FL 32712 
Time:   11AM -1 PM Lunch $20.00 with  
   advanced reservation. $25.00 at the  
   door with no reservation. 

Reservations required Please RSVP to Joyce Hayward. Please call 
904-315-2535 or email joycehywrd@yahoo.com to make a 
reservation. You may also reserve online at www.norwf.org. 

Deadline for reservations is the Monday before 
the meeting. 

Calendar of Events

Thursday May 12  NORWF Board Meeting 
   The Museum of the Apopkans 
   122 E. 5th Street, Apopka 
   10:00 AM    

Thursday May  19   NORWF General Meeting  
   Apopka Golf and Tennis at Errol Estate 
   11AM - 1PM. Lunch 

Thursday  May 26  OCREC Meeting   
   Marks  Street Senior  Center 
   99 East Marks  Street. 
   Orlando , FL   32803 
   OOCREC@ocrecgop.com 
    6:45  PM- 8:15 PM 

Membership Corner  

Dues are delinquent as of February 1. Remember that dues are 
required every year to renew your membership.  New  Member 
applications and Loyalty Oaths also required each year.   If you 
have not done so please pay ASAP. 

Active: $30.00 annually 
This must be your primary federated club and is for women only. 

Associate: $20.00 annually  
You must belong to another federated club and this is your secondary 
club and is for women only. 

Men Associate: $20.00 annually  
This is your club too, but unfortunately you have no voting rights. 

Student: $5.00 annually  
This is for any student member attending either high school or college. 

Sponsorship Levels: 
Bronze Eagle. $35.00-$50.00 
Silver Eagle.    $51.00-$100.00 
Gold.                $101.00-$200.00 
Platinum.         $200.00 + 

Please make check payable to 
NORWF  
P.O. Box 56 
Apopka, FL.  32704 
Or deliver to the treasurer at the next meeting 

Thank you NORWF  member  
sponsors 

Golden Eagle Joyce Brocker 
                            Joni Keams 

Silver Eagle         Joan Alsup 

Bronze Eagle       Shirley Dickerson 
                             Joyce Hayward 
                             Sharon Kochlany 
                              Nancy Oakley 
                             Marlene Ryan 
                             Barb Zakszewski  

If you would like to become a 
sponsor please contact our 
treasurer, Marlene Ryan 
mdryan434@aol.com 

AT
ERROL ESTATE 

CELEBRATION 

mailto:joycehywrd@yahoo.com
http://www.norwf.org
mailto:OOCREC@ocrecgop.com
mailto:mdryan434@aol.com
mailto:mdryan434@aol.com
mailto:joycehywrd@yahoo.com
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NORWF Meeting Schedule 

Executive Committee meets at 10 AM on the second Thursday of each month 
at the The Museum of the Apopkans. 

General Membership Meetings are at 11 AM on the third Thursday of the 
month at the Apopka Golf and Tennis at Errol Estate, 1355 Errol Parkway in 
Apopka. There is  a business meeting and program each month. 

***Please call 904-315-2535 or e-mail joycehywrd@yahoo.com to make a 
reservation. You may also reserve online at www.norwf.org. 

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  

Luncheons are for registered Republicans-guests must be registered 
Republicans only.  We reserve the right to ask for your voter ID/registration. 

The deadline for making reservations is on the Monday before the luncheon 

Reservations must be honored or will be billed, unless cancelled by the 
Tuesday before the luncheon on Thursday. 

NORWF IS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN 
WOMEN (NFRW) 

AND THE FLORIDA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN (FFRW) 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
CARRIE ALMOND  PRESIDENT  

FLORIDA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN  
DENA DECAMP  PRESIDENT  

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 
TO BE ANNOUNCED   DISTRICT 5W 

PATTY REDLICH  
STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN  
ORANGE COUNTY CD5 CHAIR 

NORWF 
JOYCE BROCKER  PRESIDENT

2016 Officers 

President.                             Joyce Brocker
1st Vice President.            Charlotte White
2nd Vice President           Sharon Lee Gates
Recording Secretary         Louise Fortunato 
Treasurer.                          Marlene Ryan
Asst. Treasurer.                 Mary Cox
Corresponding Secretary Pat Blackwell

NORWF Past Presidents 

2006-07.                   Carolyn Booth 
2008-09.     Patty Redlich 
2010-11.      Linda Laurendeau 
2012-13.     Barbara Zakszewski 
2014-15.     Beverly Blackmon 

Newsletter published and rights to edit by Dianne Gieske. 
(All material within this newsletter is confidential and may not 
be used for any purpose other than the business of NORWF. 

  Please let editor know of any corrections, revisions, or 
suggestions : 
dgieske@cfl.rr.com. 407-463-6490.

May  Birthdays

Beverly  Blackmon   May  3 
Joni Keams    May  3 
Patrick Ryan   May  28 
     

Adopt a Soldier Program  Note: New Chairman  
The Adopt a Soldier program is a very important fund 
for our club. We need to support our men and women 
in the military who so selflessly serve to protect us. This 
fund also includes the first responders who are so 
brave and so vital to our community. 
Please  contact our new Chair  Vicki  Vargo 
vickivargo@aol.com to help increase this fund. So 
when we find that special person we will be ready to 
help them as they are always ready to help us.  

Attention Members: 
We now take credit cards.  We take  
MasterCard,Visa, American Express and Discover.  
There is small convenience fee for this service.  

http://cfl.rr.com
mailto:vickivargo@aol.com
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